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Hidden  Portrait  Goes  on  View  Agair 


By  JOHN  JAY  DALY 

Suu    Special  Writer 


"Ulysses  S.  Grant  in  the 
Trenches  Before  Vicksburg," 
an  oil  painting  hidden  from 
view  for  many  years,  went  on 
display  yesterday  in  the 
Adams,  Davidson  Art  Gallery 
at  3233  P  St.  NW. 

This  canvas,  fresh  and 
vibrant  as  on  the  day  of  its 
completion,  is  the  work  of  an 
immigrant  Norwegian  artist, 
Ole  Peter  Hansen  Balling,  He 
was  Introduced  to  Gen.  Grant 
by  his  commander-in-chief, 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

As  a  result  of  the  friendship 
thus  formed,  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  has  on  display  at 
this  time  another  painting  of 
historic  importance  by  the 
same  artist.  This  is  "The 
Heroes  of  the  Republic,"  a 
major  work  showing  Grant 
and  his  generals,  all  on  horse- 
back. 

A  Weary  Man 

The  painting  in  the  Adams, 
Davidson  Gallery  is  unique 
among  battlefield  portraits  in 
that  Balling  did  not  use  the 
cliches— a  general  in  full-dress 
uniform,  mounted  on  a  snort- 
ing stallion,  a  waving  flag  in 
the  background.  Instead,  here 
is  seen  a  weary  man  leaning 
against  a  barricade,  one  hand 
in  his  trousers  pocket,  the 
other  holding  a  cigar,  the 
glowing  red  of  its  ashes  about 
to  fall. 

At  one  time,  the  value  of  this 


picture  was  placed  at  $50,000. 
It  seemed  then  destined  to 
hang  In  the  newly  built  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  completed 
in  1897.  For  that  purpose,  a 
bill  was  introduced  in  the 
House,  referred  to  the  Library 
committee  and  never  got  any 
farther. 

Balling  was  with  Grant  at 
his  headquarters  in  City  Point, 
Va.,  and  spent  some  time  with 
him  at  Vicksburg.  At  both 
these  places,  he  made  sketch- 
es for  "The  Heroes  of  the 
Republic,"  and  for  the  Infor- 
mal portrait  now  In  George- 
town. 

Valuable  Frame 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  Grant 
was  given  a  hero's  welome  at 
the  opening  of  the  new  Opera 
House  in  Saratoga,  N.Y. 
Balling's  portrait  of  the  gener- 
al in  the  trenches  preceded 
him  there  and  was  put  on 
exhibition.  It  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Leland  brothers, 
owners  of  the  Opera  House 
and  the  famous  Grand  Union 
Hotel.  There,  later,  it  occupied 
a  prominent  niche  overlooking 
the  lobby. 

When,  in  1952,  «he  Grand 
Union  went  out  of  business  and 
was  sold  at  public  auction,  the 
Guggenheims  purchased  the 
painting.  Not  only  did  they  get 
a  piece  of  art;  they  got  the 
frame  that  encased  it.  This 
represents  the  best  in  the  craft 
of      wood-carving.     Massive, 


"The  Heroes  of  the  Republic,"  (Jen.  U.  S.  Grant 
and  his  generals,  by  Ole  Peter  Hansen  Balling, 
is  on  display  in  the  Smithsonion  Institution. 


strong,  this  frame  is  an  attrac- 
tion in  itself,  though  it  does  not 
detract  from  the  work  it 
enshrines.  With  an  American 
eagle     screaming    over    the 


frame,  as  a  top  piece,  on  all 
sides  are  carved  names  of 
battles  waged  by  Grant. 

Unfortunately,  no  one  knows 
the  name  of  the  superb  carver. 


The  portrait  of  Grant  on  today's  cover,  painted 
by  the  same  artist,  is  in  the  Adams,  Davidson 
Art  Gallery. 


After      the      Guggenheims  last  year  when,  in  Febi 

bought     the     portrait,     they  came   into  the  posse 

placed    it    in    storage,    in    a  Adams,      Davidson 

security  vault,  at  Red  Bank,  owners  of  the  Georgct 

N.J.  There  it  remained  until  Gallery. 


*   Grant  Portrait  Displayed 

An   unusual  portrait  of  Gen.  UysseJ  S. 

Grant  hidden  from  sight  for  more  than  iu 
years,'  has  gone  on  display  in  a  Georgetown 
art  gallery.  The  painting  is  the  work  of  Ole 
Peter  Hansen  Balling,  who  was  introduced 
to  Grant  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 
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— Ole    Peter   Hansen  Bulling 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 
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